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‘‘an institution of the people’’ and ‘‘a child of 
the churches’’ by preparing spiritually-rooted 
leaders through rigorous scholarship, practical 
training, and immersive footwork. Firmly ce-
mented in the history of social justice in the 
United States, the school served as a building 
block for ongoing service including pastoral 
ministry, non-profit and civic leadership, and 
public policy. 

In 1901, the school moved to its first Berke-
ley location near the University of California, 
Berkeley campus. By 1916, because of the 
school’s new nondenominational status and 
the faculty’s growing interest in the importance 
of the world’s religions to the Christian faith, 
the name was changed to its current name: 
Pacific School of Religion. 

During World War II, former President Ar-
thur C. McGiffert and his colleague John C. 
Bennett voiced concerns of community mem-
bers against Japanese internment camps, in-
cluding the imprisonment of several seminar-
ians. After the war, President McGiffert went 
on to remedy war-torn communities in both 
Europe and Asia through the establishment of 
the Post-War Rehabilitation School at PSR 
which trained students to minister to these 
communities. 

Similarly, the school provided necessary 
leadership for other intuitions with similar 
goals to promote education and dialog in 
underrepresented communities. The school 
later formed the Graduate Theological Union, 
a daring experiment in ecumenical cooperation 
between Protestant and Catholic institutions. 
This development aimed to bridge Protestant 
and Catholic Studies and bring forth new fields 
of study in religion, such as LGBTQ and Gen-
der Studies. 

Over the years, the Pacific School of Reli-
gion has gathered some of our nation’s lead-
ing voices of social change and theological 
writers, including Georgia Harkness who later 
became the first tenured woman professor at 
the school in the 1950s. Today, graduates are 
well recognized in their respective fields and 
are a leading force in promoting social justice 
and compassion based-practices around the 
world. Their leadership and commitment to 
theology and religious studies have been crit-
ical starting points to cultivating positive 
change throughout our nation. 

On behalf of California’s 13th Congressional 
District, I extend my sincerest congratulations 
to the Pacific School of Religion on this impor-
tant milestone. Thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to its success over the years. 
I wish the faculty, students, and administration 
continued success in the years to come. 

HONORING REV. DR. CHARLEY 
HAMES, JR. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 22, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary career and the service of 
Rev. Dr. Charley Hames, Jr., as he celebrates 
with friends, family, and his congregation 25 
dedicated years of faithful service and min-
istry. 

Dr. Hames was born to Charley Hames, Sr. 
and Leona Elizabeth Steadman-Hames on 
January 10, 1974, on the south side of Chi-
cago, Illinois. 

After completing high school, Dr. Hames 
went on to graduate from Chicago State Uni-
versity where he received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in African-American studies. He would 
then go on to study at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois and 
in 2000 he earned his Masters of Divinity. In 
2004, Rev. Hames earned and received his 
Doctor of Ministry degree in Evangelism from 
the Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, in Dallas, Texas. 

In 2003, Dr. Hames had obediently fulfilled 
his calling to serve as Senior Pastor of Beebe 
Memorial Cathedral (BMC) in Oakland. Dr. 
Hames has received many accolades includ-
ing being named ‘‘Pastor of the Year’’ by the 
CME 9th Episcopal District. 

A passionate fighter for the men of color in 
our communities, Dr. Hames was amongst a 
group of pastors and community leaders se-
lected to meet at the White House in 2012 to 
discuss the killing of Trayvon Martin with 
President Barack Obama. He has also been a 
commentator on CNN to speak about the rela-
tionships between police and communities of 
color. He volunteers as chaplain of 100 Black 
Men of the Bay Area, Inc., president of the 
National Action Network’s Oakland chapter, 
Chairman of the Board of the Oakland African- 
American Chamber of Commerce and is a 
proud Life member of the Alpha Phi Alpha, 
Fraternity, making him a true champion of our 
community. 

Dr. Hames is married to Lady Michelle J. 
Gaskill-Hames who serves as a Senior Vice 
President with Kaiser Permanente. He is also 
the proud father of two sons, Charles 
Jonathon Hames, Elijah Immanuel Hames and 
daughter, Jael Deon Hames. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors the outstanding Rev. 
Dr. Charley Hames, Jr. His dedication and 
commitment to our local faith community has 

impacted many lives throughout the district 
and the nation. I wish Dr. Hames many more 
years of faithful and compassionate service. 
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HONORING MR. MICHAEL 
DAVENPORT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 22, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise with my 
colleague, Congressman DESAULNIER to honor 
the extraordinary career and invaluable serv-
ice to our community from Mr. Michael Dav-
enport. 

A native of Richmond, California, Michael 
attended Richmond public schools and grad-
uated from Harry Ells High School, going on to 
study at Contra Costa College. 

Michael began his career at Ford Motor 
Company in Richmond, where he worked as a 
train car unloader and later as an electric fork-
lift mechanic. He also tried his hand in numer-
ous trades, but ultimately found his passion 
when he began working in the security indus-
try. 

In 1996, Michael co-founded DP Security. 
The company initially operated out of his van, 
but he was able to grow and establish the 
company as a reputable business in the com-
munity. The company would eventually sign 
contracts with Richmond Sanitation, Chevron 
Richmond Refinery, Ford Assembly Building, 
and many others. 

Since its inception, DP Security has em-
ployed 180 individuals, the majority of which 
have been residents of Richmond. Further-
more, Michael has been a civic leader, and 
has dedicated his life to influencing Rich-
mond’s youth by his active involvement in 
Richmond Little League’s baseball organiza-
tion, Salesian Boy’s and Girl’s Club, and the 
Richmond Black Firefighters Youth Academy. 
He has also been a longtime participant in the 
Smart Cookie Factory, donating supplies and 
bicycles to elementary school students. 

He has also been a member of the Rich-
mond Police Activities League board, a mem-
ber of Richmond Main Street, an executive 
board member of the Richmond Chamber of 
Commerce, the president of the Kiwanis Club, 
and the president of the Black Men and 
Women political organization. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
11th and 13th Congressional Districts, I would 
like to congratulate Michael Davenport on a 
well-deserved retirement. 
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